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brahmdcharya has to be made aggressive. Celibacy,
here, is only the passive side of a life that sees human
beings actively as minds and souls. Marriage itself
ought to be, in the first place, a friendship of the mind.
Exchange of thought and communion of struggle, is
far beyond the offering of comfort, and the one need
not exclude the other. The brahmacharya of the hero
makes marriage noble, for it seeks the good of another
as an end in itself. In true brahmacharya is involved
the education of women, for a radiant purity
comes to its perfect fruition in thought and know-
ledge, and assimilation of experience, and there
is a brahmacharya of the wife, as well as of the
nun.

In the life of tapasya is constant renewal of energy
and light. Every task becomes eaiy to the worship-
per of Sarasvati. He spurns ease. Daily and hourly
does the impersonal triumph in him over the personal.
His ideal aspires upward, like a rising flame. Each
circle reveals fresh heights to be gained. The wife
shares in -the ideals of her husband. She protects
them, as if they were her children, even against him-
self. She urges him on towards them, when, alone,
he might have flagged. She measures their common
glory by the degree of this realisation. Her woman-
hood is grave and tender, like some sacrament of the
' eternal. ' Not this, not this,,' is the cry ever in the
ears of both. Counting happiness for self a little